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The Perkins Cents of 1788 
De CESS 


My keys for identifying the Perkins cent obverses are: 


1) the relationship between the butt end of the arrow and the letter “E” in WEALIES. 
2) the distance of the bow from the “N” in “COMMON”, 
3) the spacing of the “MM” of “COMMON”, and 


4) the relationship of the bottom of the bow and the indian’s right foot. 


My keys for identifying the Perkins cent reverses are 
1) the pattern of the arrows, 
2) the alignment of the digits in the date, and 


3) the characteristics of the lines between the date and the eagle. 


Other diagnostic features will be noted where appropriate. 


Variety 16 


10-1 Crosby 2-B 
Ryder 2-B 





Obverse 10. The butt end of the arrow the indian is holding ends under the right edge of the “E” 
in “WEALTH” (diagnostic, but see obverse 11 below). The bow is moderately separated from 
the “N”’, just over one bow’s width. The letters of “COMMON” are evenly spaced except that 

CO is a little more widely spaced than the other letters. There is no mound below the bottom of 
the bow. The second pleat is noticeably longer than any of the others (diagnostic). A light 
central dot is partially hidden at the top right side of the fourth pleat. 


Reverse I. The tips of the first four arrowheads form a more or less horizontal line while the 
remaining four tips follow the curve of the wing. The head of the lowest arrow ends just under 
the wing tip and well above the period. The 1 7 is slightly more widely spaced than the 7 8 and 
the 8 8. Two lines separate the date from the eagle. The upper is very thick in the center and 
tapers at each end. The lower line is very thin. The bottom-most (and central) tail feather is 
embedded in the upper line as is the feather next to it to the viewer’s right. 


Die States. None known to me. 


Rarity 4. Tied for fourth most common Perkins cent variety. Difficult to locate in Extremely 
Fine or better. 


Variety 17 


11-J Crosby 4-G 
Ryder 4-G 





Obverse 11. The butt of the arrow the indian is holding ends under the right side of the “E” in 
“WEALTH” (under the seriph of the “E”) (diagnostic). The star 1s low and a line from the 
shoulders of the star would touch the indian’s mouth (diagnostic). The “MM” of “COMMON” 
are widely spaced, the “CO” are close. The bow rests on the mound. 


Reverse J. The arrows are close together. The second lowest arrow touches the wing and the 
third lowest almost does. The lowest arrow ends just below the wing tip and above and to the 
left of the period. The 178 are closely spaced but the 8s are widely spaced (diagnostic). ‘wo 
lines separate the date from the eagle. The lower line is thick in the center and tapers at each end. 
The upper line is thin. The final 8 is high and almost touches the lower line. The central tail 
feather and the one next to it to the viewer’s left touch the upper line. The back of the third leaf 
touches the second lowest feather of the eagle’s right wing. 


Die States. The obverse die buckles over the central part of the bow and in later die states, this 
area is barely struck up at all. 


Rarity 4+. The seventh most common Perkins cent variety. This variety is difficult to find in 
Extremely Fine or higher grade. 


Variety 18 


[2-K Crosby 1-D 
Ryder 1-D 





Obverse 12. The butt end of the arrow ends under the upright of the “E” in “WEALTH”. The 
bow is distant from the “N”. The letters of “COMMON” are pretty evenly spaced with the 
“MM” slightly closer together than the other letters. The bottom of the bow ends above the 
mound near the indian’s toe. There is a bold center dot that looks like a button just below the 
indian’s belt. A short spike is seen at the bottom of the fourth pleat (between the indian’s legs) 
and there is a gravers scratch just below the lower barb of the arrowhead. The shoulders of the 
star are slightly lower on the viewer’s right (diagnostic). 


Reverse K. The points of the arrowheads form a nicely curved line and are distant from the 
eagle’s wing (diagnostic). The first and fifth leaves and the second and fourth leaves are nicely 
paired along the branch. The date is more curved than any other Massachusetts cent with the 1 
and final 8 high and the 78 low. The upper line is thicker and longer than the lower line. The 
central tail feather and the feathers on each side touch the upper line. The 1 and final 8 of the 
date touch the lower line. There is a lump on the underside of the lower line between the 7 and 
first 8. 


Die States. The obverse die was heavily lapped. The grass and bottom of the bow were removed 
as were most of the feathers in the headdress. 


Rarity 3. Most common Perkins cent variety. Its availability is on a par with variety 14, the 
common “no period” Callender variety. Available in all grades. 


Variety 19 


13-L Crosby 11-E 
Ryder 11-E 





Obverse 13. The butt end of the arrow ends under the right side of the upright of “E” in 
“WEALTH”. The bow is very close to, but does not touch, the “N”. “MM” of “COMMON” are 
very close and almost touch at their bases (diagnostic). The bottom of the bow rests on the 
mound and almost touches the indian’s right toe (diagnostic). A shallow center dot looks like a 
button and lies below the belt and at the top right part of the fourth pleat. A long, but light 
vertical spike emanates from the indian’s right elbow. Another short spike is seen at the bottom 
of the seventh pleat. 


Reverse L. The fifth arrowhead (third from the bottom) touches the wing just above and left of 
its tip (diagnostic). A graver’s scratch extends from the tip of the fourth arrowhead to the wing. 
Two arrowheads lie below the wingtip. A long, bold graver’s scratch extends from the end of the 
butt end of the rightmost arrow and runs about a third of the way to the denticles (diagnostic). 
The date is curved with the 7 low and the final 8 high. 1 7 is more widely spaced than 7 8 and 
the 8s are very close together. A double line separates the date from the eagle. Both are about 
equally thick, but the upper line is longer. The central tail feather touches the upper line and the 
one next to it to the viewer’s left almost touches. 


Die states. On the early die states the blades of grass atop the mound are strong and the bow 
string above the indian’s hand is complete. The die is lapped in this pairing. The grass becomes 
weaker and the bottom fourth of the string above the hand disappears. The reverse die is an 
earlier die state than found on variety 23 below. 


Rarity 4. Tied with two others for the fourth most common Perkins cent variety. This variety is 
difficult to locate in Extremely Fine or better grade. | am not aware of any Mint State examples. 


Variety 20 


13-M Crosby 11-C 
Ryder 11-C 





Obverse 13. “MM” of “COMMON” are very close and almost touch at their bases (diagnostic). 
The bottom of the bow rests on the mound and almost touches the indian’s right toe (diagnostic). 
All I recall seeing are the same die state as the late die state of variety 19, with the lower quarter 
of the bow string above the indian’s hand missing. 


Reverse M. The second lowest arrow touches the wing. It is widely separated and longer than 
the arrows on either side. (Combined, these traits are diagnostic.) The | in the date is high. The 
tops of the other digits are aligned. Two lines separate the date from the eagle. The upper line is 
heavier, longer and tapered at both ends. The left end of the upper line (as the viewer sees it) is 
more drawn out than the right. The central feather touches the upper line. The longest hollow on 
the shield contains three lumps, two near the top, with the one from the stile under the “N” in 
“CENT” higher than the one from the stile under the “E”, and one from the center of the stile 
under the “E”. None of the lumps reaches from one stile to the one opposite. 


Die states. None known to me. It appears to be the same die state as found on variety 24 below. 
Rarity 5. In my experience, slightly the scarcest of the Perkins cent varieties. However, it is 


more common than eight of the fifteen Callender cent varieties of the year. Difficult to locate in 
Extremely Fine or better grades. | am not aware of any Mint State examples. 


Variety 21 


13-N Crosby 11-1 
Ryder 11-F 





Obverse 13. “MM” of “COMMON” are very close and almost touch at their bases (diagnostic). 
The bottom of the bow rests on the mound and almost touches the indian’s right toe (diagnostic). 
This variety was struck later than varieties 19 or 20. The dies have been lapped again. About 
two-thirds of the bow string above the indian’s hand is missing as is about one-third of the bow 
string below the handle of the bow. The grass is present but weak. 


Reverse N. The diagnostic feature of this die is the shape of the third leaf at the end of the 
branch in the eagle’s right talon. It is long, bends severely to the right, and the tip bends back to 
the left and touches the right side (as the viewer see it) of the second lowest feather of the eagle’s 
right wing. The tips of the first four arrowheads form a horizontal line, and the tips of the fourth 
through eighth arrowheads are in a diagonal line. The tips are distant from the wing. The shaft 
of the first arrow is almost vertical. The date is widely spaced. The first 8 is low and leans right. 
Two lines separate the date from the eagle. The lower line is longer and heavier. The 1, 7, and 
final 8 all touch the lower line. The central tail feather touches the upper line and the one next to 
it to the viewer’s left almost does. 


Die States. None known to me. 


Rarity 5-. The second scarcest Perkins variety. Difficult to locate in Very Fine or better. 


Variety 22 


14-0 Crosby 3-A 
Ryder 3-A 





Obverse 14. The butt end of the arrow ends under the seriph of the “E” in “WEALTH”. The 
bow is next to, but does not touch the “N”. The “MM” of “COMMON?” are very widely spaced, 
more widely spaced than the distance between any other pairs of letters in that word (diagnostic). 
The bottom of the bow is distance from the indian’s toe, and does not rest on the mound. A very 
small center dot lies below the belt and centered between the fourth and fifth pleats. 


Reverse O. The tips of the first four arrowheads form a horizontal line. The tips of the fourth 
through seventh arrowheads form a diagonal line. The shaft of the first arrow is not vertical. 
The date is even more widely spaced than on reverse N. The 7 and first 8 of the date are slightly 
more widely spaced than the | and 7. The space between the 8s is only about half of that 
between the 7 and first 8. The first 8 is low. Two lines separated the date from the eagle. The 
upper line is heavier and longer. The end to the viewer’s left ends over about the center of the 1, 
while the right end extends just beyond the final 8. The left end of the lower line ends over the 
middle of the 7 and the right end does not quite extend to the final 8. None of the tail feathers 
touches the upper line. A long spike falls vertically from the edge of the shield behind the 
eagle’s left ankle. 


Die states. A scratch-like lump forms in the field between the right side of the “N” in 
“COMMON?” and the bow. This lump widens with as the die is used. The reverse die is lapped 
and the lines between the date and the eagle grow shorter. A die break forms on the right side of 
the top of the crossbar of the 7 in the date. This gives the top of the 7 the appearance of sloping 
down to the left. The break extends to the right, and, in the latest states I have seen, forms a large 
lump below the lower line between the 7 and first 8 that extends into field about one-fifth of the 
length of the 7. 


Rarity 4-. The second most common Perkins cent variety. Commonly available in all grades 
except Almost Uncirculated and Mint State. 


Variety 23 


14-1 Crosby 3-E 
3 





Obverse 14. The “MM” of “COMMON?” are very widely spaced, more widely spaced than the 
distance between any other pairs of letters in that word (diagnostic). A later state of the die than 
on variety 22. The lump between the “N” and the bow is mushy. 


Reverse L. The fifth arrowhead (third from the bottom) touches the wing just above and left of 
its tip (diagnostic). A later state of the die than on variety 19. The die has been lapped and the 
spike from the butt end of the rightmost arrow is much weaker. The lower line is shorter. 


Die States. None known to me. 


Rarity 4. Tied for fourth most common Perkins cent variety. Difficult to obtain in Extremely 
Fine of better. | do not know of any Mint State examples. 


Variety 24 


15-M Crosby 8-C 
Ryder 8-C 
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Obverse 15. The butt end of the arrow ends under the seriph of the “E” in “WEALTH”. The 
bow is about | bow’s width from the “N”. The letters in “COMMON” are reasonably evenly 
spaced with the “OM slightly more widely spaced than other pairs of letters. The bottom of the 
bow does not rest on the mound but is close to the indian’s right toe. The star is balanced on one 
point (standing on its head) (diagnostic). 


Reverse M. The second lowest arrow touches the wing. It is widely separated and longer than 
the arrows on either side. (Combined, these traits are diagnostic.) 


Die States. The obverse die is lapped and the grass grows weaker. The reverse die appears to be 
a later die state than on variety 20. The lump from the center of the stile under the “E” of 
“CENT” now extends to the stile under the “N”. 


Rarity 4. The third most common Perkins cent variety. Examples in Almost Uncirculated and 
Mint State are elusive. 


[Variety 25] 


16-P Counterfeit. (I believe this is a Machins Mills product.) Crosby 14-J 
Ryder 14-J 
Specimen not Specimen not 
available for available for 
photography photography 


Obverse 16. The fabric of the indian is different from either the Callender or Perkins dies. The 
indian is much fatter. The body-line to the viewer’s left is very gently curved with almost no 
indentation at the belt line. The body-line to the viewer’s right is almost a straight line from 
armpit to tunic hem. The indian looks bowlegged. The mound is heavy and wide. The arrow is 
more veritcally aligned than on the other dies above. The arrowhead is tiny and is close to the 
indian’s left leg, just under the sixth (of six) tunic pleat. 


Reverse P. The first and second leaves are almost horizontal, sloping down slightly to the left. 
The third, fourth, and fifth leaves are almost vertical with their tips almost in a line. The tops of 
the date are aligned and close to the single line between the date and the eagle. The tail feathers 
are relatively distant from the line. Both 8s in the date lean right. 


Die States. None known to me. 


Rarity 8-. Quite difficult to locate. 


Variety 26 


17-A Obverse not listed in Crosby. Assigned 18-M 
Obverse not listed in Ryder. Assigned 18-M 








Composite 


Obverse 17. Crosby and Ryder’s Obverse 2. The star rests solidly on both feet. The 
pleat of the indian’s tunic nearest the bow sharply shifts direction toward the belt at its 
midpoint (diagnostic). It reminds me of a boomerang. The pleat nearest the arrow is 
shorter than the other six. The middle pleat fills the gap between the indian’s legs. 


Reverse A. The lowest arrow points down and to the right (diagnostic). The arrows are 
well-spread. The leaves above the talon are well spaced with the tip of the middle, or 
third, leaf pointing to the right and the tips of the other leaves pointing to the left. The 
single bar is evenly spaced between the date and the eagle’s tail feathers. The date is 
evenly and widely spaced with the 7 leaning right and the 8s leaning slightly left. The 
top of the 1 is well below the top of the 7. The second 8 is slightly lower than the first. 


Die states. None known to me. 


Rarity 8+. The single specimen has details of Very Good to Fine, but it is heavily 
corroded. This is the third 1787 obverse die paired with a 1788 reverse (see my Obverses 
5 and 6). (My Obverse 5 is Ryder’s Obverse 6 of 1787 and 12 of 1788. My Obverse 6 is 
Ryder’s Obverse 4 of 1787 and 17 of 1788.) 


Conversion Tables 


My Numbers to Ryder Numbers Ryder Numbers to My Numbers 
My Number Ryder Number Ryder Number My Number 
1-A 15-M 1-D 12-K 
2-A 16-M 2-B 10-I 
3-A 7-M 3-A 14-O 
4-A 9-M 3-E 14-L 
5-A 12-M 4-G L1-J 
5-B 12-O 6-N 7-F 
5-C 12-K 7-M 3-A 
-_5-D™ pswewsare (w/at-.s) 12-1 8-C 15-M 
5-E 12-H 9-M 4-A 
6-D 17-I] 10-L 9-H 
7-F 6-N 11-C 13-M 
8-D 13-I 11-E 13-L 
8-F 13-N 11-F 13-N 
8-G 13-P 12-H 5-E 
9-H 10-L 12-I 5-D 
10-I 2-B 12-K 5-C 
11-J 4-G 12-M 5-A 
12-K 1-D 12-O 5-B 
13-L 11-E 13-] 8-D 
13-M 11-C 13-N 8-F 
13-N 11-F 13-P 8-G 
14-L 3-E 14-J 16-P 
14-O 3-A 15-M 1-A 
15-M 8-C 16-M 2-A 


16-P 14-J 17-] 6-D 


